
Canada is one of the last remaining industrialized
countries that does not provide publicly-funded
prescription drug care for its citizens. Your union

has been working with the Canadian Health Coalition to
make public pharmacare a reality. And this June, when the
Federal-Provincial-Territorial Task Force on Pharmaceutical
Strategies makes its report, we will be watching closely.
CFNU members can also make their voices heard.

Here’s what you need to know:
• Drug costs are rising by three times the rate of inflation,

threatening both the public medicare system and
negotiated benefit plans.

• Drug claims are 70% of the cost of our workplace
extended health benefit plans and the premiums are
rising by 15% a year, (i.e., doubling every five years).

• Most of the rising cost of drugs (80%) is the result of
expensive “me-too” drugs that are the same as existing
drugs, but with a new name and a higher price. 

• To be approved, drugs need only be better than a
placebo, not better than existing drugs and only 10-15%
of the drugs approved are actually new drugs.

• The Health Canada drug approval agency is 58% funded
by drug companies.

• Drug companies spend three times more on advertising
and promoting their drugs than on research for new
cures.

• Drug companies spend over $35,000 per physician per
year on sales reps, information, giveaways, trips, and
conferences to promote their drugs.

• Pharmaceutical companies are among the most
profitable in the world.

• Only 58% of workers have a work-based drug plan and
provincial government plans vary.

• Three million Canadians are uninsured or under-insured
for drugs.

Along with the Canadian Health Coalition, CFNU
has been pressuring governments to:
• Recognize drugs as an integral part of health care and

have them covered like hospitals and physicians under
the Canada Health Act.

• Join all other industrialized countries (except the US),
which have national, public pharmacare plans.

• Control costs through a public plan with reduced
administration costs, the strength to negotiate lower

prices in a single payer system and the ability to provide
independent information to physicians.

• Establish an independent drug approval and monitoring
process, taking into account cost effectiveness as well as
medical effectiveness.

• Resist the pressure to allow more advertising and promotion of
drugs and strengthen our restrictions.

• Get everyone covered for the drugs they need, regardless of
where they work or live.

Here’s what you can do:
• Join with the Canadian Health Coalition (CHC) to lobby for a

national pharmacare plan. The list of contacts across the
country follows.

• Check out the CHC document, supported by the CFNU, other
unions and social action groups: “More for Less: A National
Pharmacare Strategy”. You’ll find it at www.healthcoalition.ca
or at www.cfnu.ca.

• Lobby your provincial minister for health about their role in the
task force and make it clear that you support national, public
pharmacare. Let them know that the task force, due to report in
June 2006, should recommend a national public pharmacare
plan. (Note: Quebec is not participating in this task force.) 

(Julie White is a national representative with the CEP’s research
department.)

Speaking out for public pharmacare by Julie White

P R E S C R I P T I O N S CHC contacts 
Canadian Health Coalition
Michael McBane 
2841 Riverside Drive, Ottawa, ON  K1V 8X7
Tel: (613) 521-3400, ext. 308 
Fax: (613) 521-9638 • mmcbane@sympatico.ca 

Health Coalition of Newfoundland & Labrador 
Mary Clarke 
c/o Women in Resource Development
354 Water Street, Suite 427, St. John’s, NL A1C 1C4
Tel. (709) 738-3713 • hcnl@hotmail.com

Nova Scotia Citizen’s Health Action Coalition
Ian Johnston 
c/o NSGEU, 100 Eileen Stubbs Avenue
Dartmouth, NS  B3B 1Y6
Tel: (902) 424-4063 • Fax: (902) 424-2111
ianj@nsgeu.ns.ca

PEI Health Coalition
Mary Boyd 
P.O. Box 1774, Charlottetown, PEI  C1A 7N9
Tel: (902) 892-9074 • Fax: (902) 892-3878
bpg@isn.net

New Brunswick Health Coalition
Paula Doucet-Jones
c/o NBNU, 750 New Brunswick Street
Fredericton, NB, E3B 1H9
Tel: (506) 548-8458 • Fax: (506) 453-0828
pauladoucetjones@hotmail.com

Coalition Solidarité Santé Québec
Gabrielle Pelletier, Coordonnatrice
C.P. 1032, Saint-Basile-Le-Grand, QC  J3N 1M5
Tel / Fax: (450) 441-4758 • cssante@videotron.ca

Ontario Health Coalition
Natalie Mehra
305-15 Gervais Drive, Don Mills, ON  M3C 1Y8
Tel: (416) 441-2502 • Fax: (416) 441-4073
ohc@sympatico.ca

Saskatchewan Health Coalition
Ingrid Larson
c/o Saskatoon Community Clinic 
455 2nd Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK  S7K 2C2
Tel: (306) 652-0300 • Fax: (306) 664-4120
ilarson@communityclinic.sk.ca

Alberta Friends of Medicare
Harvey Voogd
Suite 35, 9912-106 Street, Edmonton, AB  T5K 1C5
Tel: (780) 423-4581 • Cell: (780) 722-5065
Fax: (780) 420-0435
Alternatives North
Ben McDonald
Box 444, Yellowknife, NWT  X1A 2N3
Tel: (867) 873-8123 • benmcdonald@mac.com

BC Health Coalition
Maryann Abbs
211 Dunsmuir Street, Vancouver, BC  V6B 1X4
Tel: (604) 681-7945 • Fax: (604) 681-7947
info@bchealthcoalition.ca

“This is one of those new miracle drugs. 
If you can afford it, it’s a miracle.”




